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Hello: 

 

My name is Borger,1 and I will be your Honors Sophomore English teacher next year.  

Nice to (almost) meet you. 

I have chosen I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou for your summer reading novel.  

I have also purchased a notebook for you. Caged Bird is set in a pre-Internet, pre-computer, pre-cell-

phone era. As such, I want you to create what are known as a “commonplace books” or “commonplaces” 

as you read. 

Collect quotes and hand write them in your commonplace book (2-3 per chapter). These are quotes that 

make you go “Hmmmm?” or “HMMMM!” or “LOL!” or “SMH!” or “WHAT the WHAT?!” as you read. 

Make sure to include page numbers for reference: 

 

Collect words you don’t know & have to Google as you read: porter, troubadour, commissary, Nisei, 

spectator shoes, zoot suit, etc.    

Doodle or draw images, write down questions as you read, summarize chapters as you go. 

Each student’s commonplace book will be as different and unique as each of you are. 

This is a text about a young woman growing up in the 1930’s -1940’s. Some of you might not be female. 

None of you have grown up in Arkansas, St. Louis, or California in the 1930’s.  

However, you’ve probably felt the injustices of adult rules in your life. You’ve probably felt 

disempowered as a child or an adolescent. You’ve probably dealt with family tensions or sibling rivalries 

or personal struggles before.  

I have included one of my favorite poems by Maya Angelou on the next page. You might be different 

from Maya, the narrator of Caged Bird, but keep in mind that in the end:  

“We are more alike, my friends, 

than we are unalike.” 

You don’t know me (yet). 

I don’t know you (yet).  

But,  

“We are more alike, my friends, 

than we are unalike.” 

Give yourself time to chill out before doing more “homework” for next school year.  

Enjoy the “scrap-book-like-process” of creating your commonplace book once you do engage in reading.  

I look forward to meeting you for real in a few months. Enjoy your summer! 

 

 

                                                
1 Pronounced: Bore+GRRRRRR; or like The Borg from Star Trek 



Human Family2 

by Maya Angelou 

I note the obvious differences 

in the human family. 

Some of us are serious, 

some thrive on comedy. 

 

Some declare their lives are lived 

as true profundity, 

and others claim they really live 

the real reality. 

 

The variety of our skin tones 

can confuse, bemuse, delight, 

brown and pink and beige and purple, 

tan and blue and white. 

 

I've sailed upon the seven seas 

and stopped in every land, 

I've seen the wonders of the world 

not yet one common man. 

 

I know ten thousand women 

called Jane and Mary Jane, 

but I've not seen any two 

who really were the same. 

 

Mirror twins are different 

although their features jibe, 

and lovers think quite different thoughts 

while lying side by side. 

 

We love and lose in China, 

we weep on England's moors, 

and laugh and moan in Guinea, 

and thrive on Spanish shores. 

 

We seek success in Finland, 

are born and die in Maine. 

In minor ways we differ, 

in major we're the same. 

 

I note the obvious differences 

between each sort and type, 

but we are more alike, my friends, 

than we are unalike. 

 

We are more alike, my friends, 

than we are unalike. 

 

We are more alike, my friends, 

than we are unalike. 

                                                
2 Students who memorize & can recite this poem the first few days of school will earn extra credit. Recitations can 

be just to the teacher or to the whole class.  


